YOLANO DISTRICT
News-

Family Scouting

February 2019

Important Dates:

By Ron Byrd

Feb 23: Merit Badge Trail Drive

February 2019 marks another historic event in Scouting history. The Boy
Scouts of America program for ages 11-17 year olds formerly known as
Boy Scouts will now be known as Scouts BSA and will now include girls.
There is no change to the program. The girls will be eligible for the same
ranks and awards as the boys. Boy and girl troops will meet separately
and there will be no coed troops. Some troops, called linked troops, may
be chartered by the same organization.
BSA has seen a phenomenal response from families after allowing girls to
join the Cub Scout Program last spring for early adopters with full roll out
in the fall of 2018. More than 65,000 new female Cub Scouts have joins
and the numbers continue to climb. Julietta Wynholds of Troop 191 says,
“When I joined Scouts, I wasn’t sure what it was all about, but I was excited to learn and make new friends. After a month and my first camping trip
I have learned so much and made lots of new friends. We have learned to
sharpen knives and blades, start and extinguish fires safely and first aid
already! Without Scouts I would never have learned these valuable skills.”
Cub Scouts is a lot of fun, and now it’s available to all kids,” said Stephen
Medlicott, National Marketing Group Director of Boy Scouts of America.
“That’s why we love ‘Scout Me In’ - because it speaks to girls and boys
and tell them, ‘This is for you. We want you to join!’”
Ron Byrd of Troop 191 states, “This is a great program and for years, female siblings and friends have been tagging along with the boys, attending and participating in events and service projects and now they can be
recognized and awarded for their contribution. The best part is the program has not been altered in any way”. Currently, Troop 191 has 6 members and is expecting to double in size by summer.

Mar 1: Deadline: GEC Camp Physicals
Mar 2 & 9: Scouting for Food
Mar 9: Venturing Crew 66 Crab Feed
Apr 26: Wood Badge
Apr 26: Introduction Outdoor Leader
Skills (IOLS)
Apr 26: Basic Adult Leader Outdoor
Orientation (BALOO)
Apr 26-28: Camporee/Cub Family Camp
May 16: District Dinner
May 4: District Pinewood Derby
Jun 19-22: Cub Twilight Camp
Jun 28-30 & Jul 5-7: NYLT
Jul 20: Pack-O-Ree Picnic/Cub Recruitment
Jul 22-Aug 2: 24th World Scout Jamboree

The Yolano District has two all-girl Troops that have registered over two dozen girls. For membership information,
contact Ron Byrd at Troop191@VacavilleScouts.org in Vacaville or Brian Meux at DavisScoutingGirls@gmail.com in
Davis.

Commissioners’ Corner
By Debbie Gordon, District Commissioner
So, your unit commissioner wants to do a detailed assessment with the Key 3 of your unit. What’s with that?
The most common response I get when I ask for this is……We just did Journey to Excellence (JTE) at re-chartering
time. Now what!
There is a very good reason for this, and it is for the benefit of YOUR unit and YOUR SCOUTS. BSA, like all
professional organizations, is always looking for improvements. It is our responsibility to help them give our kids the
best scouting experience ever. So this is the first and very important step. …Commissioners’ Cont. on Page 3
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Merit Badge Trail Drive
The 2019 Merit Badge Trail Drive was organized by Marty Hansen of Troop 476, Merit Badge Trail Drive Committee
Chair with the help from Tara and Charlie Fickes of Troop 488, at the Alamo Drive Later Day Saints Church in
Vacaville. About 160 Scouts from 30 different units including those from our newly formed Yolano District attended the
event.
Opening Day Ceremonies on January 26 was conducted by Marty Hanson, followed by the Color Guard and Pledge
from Troop 488. Sixteen different Merit Badges from Eagle required ‘Citizenship in the Community’ to ‘Sustainability’
were presented. Over the course of three Saturdays, instructors spread class information and assign project homework in order to start and perhaps complete three Merit Badges.

Bryce Linton of Troop 180 (Vacaville) who is enrolled in Citizenship of the World, Pet Care, and Family Life
states “I’m learning different things and they are all interesting.”
The former Trailblazer District (Dixon, Elmira, Vacaville and
Winters) started the Merit Badge Trail Drive in 1991. If this
sounds like fun, and you want get more involved in the planning and implementation of next years’ event, contact Marty
Hanson at ewmarty@msn.com for more details.

Debbie Gordon gives 1st Aid Instruction

This years’ class session ends on Saturday,
February 23rd.

Jeff Wilson teaches Physical Fitness
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Commissioners’ from page 1
There is a reason that we go for the GOLD at Yolano, and that is because we know that when we put in GOLD practices, we get happy scouts, happy parents, and happy leaders and then everyone starts having FUN. The results of
GOLD practices, bring us the GOLD experiences for our scouts, that bring us more scouts, and more parent volunteers. When you build it right, they will come.
So why now? Because if we start now, we can make some small improvements, that just might give us big time results…..JTE for 2018 is done and we know where we could improve at…… – Now it is time for goal setting for 2019.
It is as easy as this! Just follow the steps:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Download your 2019 JTE Scorecard at: https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/
Look at your Objectives for a GOLD unit.
Discuss potential things you can improve and implement at your March Committee meeting. This could be as
simple as adjusting your yearly plan with just a few things.
Make an appointment with your commissioner to help guide and prioritize your goals.
Get help from the District team if you need it: Recruitment/ Membership, Training, Advancement, Program. Call
us in, we want to help!
Implement one better practice in each category…be it in membership, program, more camping, Advancement,
service projects, attending resident camp, or making 100% trained leaders your goal….it all makes a huge difference.
Then watch your unit thrive.

Your unit commissioners will be seeking out a meeting with you soon. Please accept this meeting with open arms and
get it done. Our goal is to have all initial assessments done by the first quarter. Then we will do it again in the 4 th
quarter.
LET’S GO FOR THE GOLD!

Annual Camp Physical
Saturday, March 2, 2019; 9:00AM to Noon
Pre-registration closes at 1:00PM, March 1
The CSU, Sacramento School of Nursing will provide camp physicals for any Golden Empire Council Scout attending
Boy Scout/Cub Scout Summer Camps, Boy Scout High Adventure Camps or a National/World Jamboree. There is no
fee. However, a suggested donation of $10 or any amount to support CSUS School of Nursing is welcomed. Please
print out necessary forms before you come.
Location: CSUS - School of Nursing, Folsom Hall, 7667 Folsom Blvd.
Twenty-minute appointments are scheduled per ½ hour starting at 9AM. Please arrive 15 minutes prior to your scheduled time. There are stations setup with participants moving from station to station. The entire process should take
about 30-45 minutes. Walk-ins are welcomed, but schedule your appointment to ensure to be seen.
What should I bring? You must bring a paper copy of the physical form. Scouts attending BSA/Cub Scout
Summer Camps require BSA Medical Form ABC. High Adventure Camps each have their own form (Click here).
Check with the National/World Jamborees websites for their own requirements. All Parts A&B must be completed.
The Nursing Staff will complete Part C & D (if necessary). CSUS School of Nursing does not keep exam copies.
Cancellations. If you cannot make the appointment, please notify the GEC Camping Department at camping@gec-bsa.org so that the spot can be open to someone else.
Questions? Please call Dr. Brenda Hanson-Smith, PhD, NP, RN at 916-835-1222 or Johnie Pennington (GEC Coordinator) at jaypennz@comcast.net.
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