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Above: Belton Murphy, 1950’ Craft Instructor.
Right: Map of Camp Harvey West.
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In 1968, camp and program directors, for the first time, were
volunteers instead of professional Scouters.

Harvey West was considered one of the best summer camps in
the West. Unfortunately, because of environmental problems with
the sewage disposal system, the camp was closed following the
1971 season.

HARVEY WEST CAMP DIRECTORS:

1950-54 Martin Mockford

1956 Don Hyland

1957 Wes Wilson

1958-59 Bud Bolton

1960 Gil Bell

1963-64 Ken Harlan

1969 Carroll E. Salls

1970 Lynn Phinney/]im LeDoux
1971 Frank Mcintosh

Early 1950’s staffer Cliff Curtice, reminisces:

“Golden Days at Camp Harvey West in the Summer of 1950”. One
never forgets first impressions of glacial Echo Lake with its frigid
mantle and azure sky, exquisitely framed by majestic trees and
mountains. After crossing the larger, lower lake, and feeling one’s
way through a narrow, crooked channel, one enters a microcosm
of serenity, beauty and adventure. Picturesque islands of rock
and lodge poles, guide us to its hidden treasure, Camp Harvey
West.

Except for a rather small group of older Scouts, in the summer of
1949, this was Harvey West’s inaugural year of summer camping.

~73-

Beavers had built a lodge on the old dock near the boathouse,
harvesting young aspens near the maintenance shack. A pair of
rare pine grosbeaks built their nest immediately above the “na-
ture yard”. In the hollow lodge pole supporting the boathouse
stair, mama chickaree squirrel had her babies. Juncos were nest-
ing under the provisional Troop shelter support base. That year,
“mother nature” was most provident.

Campers were due in one week; camp was far from ready. Thanks
to “plumbers” like Doctor Robinson, to whom a pipe wrench
seemed as familiar as a bone saw, our high pressure water sys-
tem began functioning. For volunteers, it was always “double
duty”, dismantle and drain at summers end, then reassemble
and repair winter’s havoc.

From Camp Audrain we hauled remaining boating equipment,
including three, ten-Scout war canoes. All needed patches or
total canvas replacement, caulking, and paint. Roger Mockford’s
waterfront staff toiled night and day to provide a safe and excit-
ing aquatic program.

We dug rotten stumps from the waterfront, hauled sheep-herder
stoves and tent platforms to “hinterland” campsites and pitched
16x16 foot tents. All 1950 staff members were dedicated, enthu-
siastic and energetic, but for most of us, this camp was an en-
tirely new Scouting experience, where traditions were yet to be
made. Fourteen hourwork days left no energy for sleepless nights.
Council executives, staff employees and volunteers labored tire-
lessly to build a functional and safe camp.

1950 Harvey West Staff:
Council Executive

Camp Director
Ass’t. Camp Director

Walt Whidden
Martin Mockford
Keith Berkner

Dr. Don Kimball Program Director

Roger Mockford Waterfront Director

Earl Andrusen Chaplain

John Kimber Provisional
“Scoutmaster”

Cliff Curtice Nature Director/
Medical Corpsman

Bob Sawyer Maintenance

Al Clover Ranger

Bill Heron Hikemaster/Ranger

Dick Lake Ranger

Ken Harris Ranger

“Spotted Heifer”. Volunteer carpenters had built eating shelters
in each campsite. “Spotted Fawn” campsite’s Troop shelter, with
its stately new shingle roof had been built over a tenacious stump,
deeply rooted in wet earth and ice-fractured granite. Staff mem-
bers Al Clover and Dick Lake dug, pried, sweated and cried. The
stump, defiant from losing its magnificent crown, would not re-
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linquish its long-earned place. Walt Whidden had an idea, “Let’s
dynamite it, separate it from its ‘nest’, then roll it from under the
shelter.” Martin Mockford was skeptical. The shock wave from a
stick of dynamite rocked the batholith, but for every force there
is an equal and opposite reaction - most of the stump went
through the new roof! Thenceforth, Martin Mockford would af-
fectionately name the site, “Spotted Heifer”. Flying mud had pro-
vided a special decor.

“Walt Whidden’s Nemesis”. Many staff members remember Coun-
cil Executive Walter Whidden as a “slave driver”. In 1950, Walt
was already “middle aged”, but he was a very strong and lithe
man. His enthusiasm and personal energies seemed boundless;
he could get more accomplished than any person | ever knew.
He never would ask one to do a nasty job that he would not do.
Whether it was unloading a barge, launching a whale boat or
hauling heavy tables to campsites, Walt could, and did, outwork
those half his age.

In the early 1950’s, we moved most Scouts and their gear in a
navy captain’s launch we called “The Self Bailer”, and in a three
compartment gasoline motor whale boat. The latter was a crank
starter. One day, to get supplies, Walt asked me to accompany
him to the Chalet (in the “cranky cranker”). In cold air and lower
air pressure, inertia tends to keep cold engines unstarted. After
many pulls and much sweat, Walt removed his coat - more pulls
on the crank, a sputter. Walt adjusted the distributor advance
and checked the throttle, another upward pull; a backfire, then -
“success”! Unfortunately, the spring-loaded crank did not disen-
gage. Whirling, it struck poor Walt three times, breaking his foot
in three places! Even though he was in excruciating pain, he
never swore, nor lost his demeanor. Such was the caliber of our
Council Executive!

‘Dr. Don’, Flautist & Master Rigger”. Doctor Don Kimball (Ph.D.
in Scouting from U.C.B.) coming to Golden Empire from the Ha-
waiian Council, joined our Camp West professional staff. He
seemed a sensitive, introspective person of sincerity and extreme
talent. Rumors around camp suggested that he had once played
in a philharmonic orchestra, but he, being a very modest person,
would not elaborate. Within a very few days, Dr. Kimball had
rigged a breeches buoy across Tamarack Creek, between the
Handicraft Lodge and the maintenance building. Every Scout in
camp clamored for a gravity ride across the creek, hanging from
a pulley, after climbing the pioneered tower. “Doctor Don” next
converted our motorless, steel lifeboat, “the old tub”, into a
square-rigged sailboat. We used this old, “bath tub” for hauling
everything, including non-burnable garbage, and groceries. It
had three sealed air tanks, but riding so high in the water, it had
a “mind of its own”, and did not tow well. During Friday’s water
“olympics” we sometimes used it for a secondary life guard “sta-
tion”, or as Neptune’s “castle”, in aquatic extravaganzas.

With “Hawaiian” square sail, the “old tub”, before the wind, down
lake, would “fly”, but staff “sailors” always timed their adventure,
to hitch a tow from Chalet to camp from the powered, mail boat.

Atypical summer day on Upper Echo faired light, daytime breezes,
great for canoe sailing (wind surfing as we know it today, was
then unknown), but most evenings there was no wind, and Up-
per Echo’s surface was like “glass”. Sometimes, usually Saturday
nights, when there were no Scouts in camp {except provisional
Troop “stayovers”), Dr. Kimball canoed to the center of the lake
by starlight, and played the flute. From memory, he probably
knew hundreds of songs. | particularly enjoyed his Victor Hubert
melodies, “Claire de Lune”, and “Indian Love Call”. His command
of instrument and memory were phenomenal. Sweet sounds of
his silver flute could be heard for five miles or more, as they
amplified between Mt. Raiston, Flagpole Peak, and Talking Moun-
tain. To this young listener, Dr. Kimball’s free concerts were en-
chanting, intoxicating, and revelatory. They opened the “soul”
of a master artist whose vehicle of communication was his Scout-
ing philosophy, and wondrous music.

“Mrs. Fleichmann walks the Nature Trail”. Desperately, we needed
a decent nature lodge. Our makeshift one had been a toilet-
shower building, left from the days of private “Camp Echo”. Built
not more than five feet above water level, originally, sewage must
have run directly into the lake. 1t was incredibly ill-designed (one
wonders about a camp in which nearest road access was three
miles distant; having two automobiles, a Model T Ford and
Hupmobile, their skeletons rusting away when we started camp
in 1950).

In 1950, Mrs. Fleichmann, then owner of Fleichmann Yeast Co.,
was invited to Camp Harvey West. With our limited resources, we
put out the “red carpet”, camp dust and mosquitoes. As nature
director, | was informed that Mrs. Fleishmann might provide the
economic means to reroof, level, and refurbish the old shower
house into a new nature lodge, if she were favorably impressed
with our program.

i found Mrs, Fleichmann to be a most gracious and sensitive lady,
who loved nature, and who understood the basics of boy’s char-
acter development. As her guide that day, | did my best. Thanks
to Mrs. Fleichmann and the Zoller family, two lodges were struc-
turally and aesthetically remodeled. Thousands of Scouts and
leaders have benefited from their generosity.

“Watermelon on the House”, It was a “free” boating and canoe-
ing period. Every Scout had a safety jacket. One who passed
“swimmer” requirements had to have a vest with him, but, at
that time, was not required to wear it. Many “non-swimmers”
and “beginners” complained about the cumbersome, adult, navy-
surplus floating devices. One afternoon, Harvey West campers
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WINTON Camp Winton is located 85 miles from Sacramento on
Bear River Reservoir off Highway 88 in the Sierra Mountains. The
leased 12 acres of US Forest Service land is nestled at the base of
granite cliffs, next to the lake, with numerous fir trees and natural
beauty. Its 6000' elevation provides warm, “shirt sleeve” tempera-
tures during the day and cool nights with unobstructed star gazing.

Camp is accessibie only by trail or boat. Scouts hike in; camp boats
usually transport their gear. Two trails lead into Winton. The “Up-
per Trail” follows the power line; “Lower Trail”, the lake shore.

Winton was conceived, circa 1954, when Walt Whidden was Scout
Executive. Walt had established a great relationship with execu-
tives at the Winton Lumber Company sawmill (at Martell in Amador
County) and preliminary feelers regarding financing a new camp,
were sent to the Winton headquarters in Minneapolis.

Two Winton executives, whom Walt cultivated, were Warren
Carlton and Dick Spencer. Anticipating approval, Walt, Warren
and Dick located a site on Bear River Reservoir.

1968 Winton Staff.

Alden Barber arrived in May, 1956 as our new Council Executive.
With funding approved, lumber and other building materials were
brought by boat and work began. Assistant Scout Executive, Mar-
tin Mockford was construction director. Two carpenters were
hired. Weekend work parties of volunteers and Explorer Scouts
assisted.

In 1955 and 1956, with camp still under construction, it was used
as a base for Explorer camping. Explorers worked half a day and
enjoyed an outdoor program for the other half.

Recent staffer, Keith Miller, relates a “tale” about how the lodge’s
fireplace and chimney were built. The staff had each camper
trade a rock for his meal, the Troop with the largest rock would
get to eat first.

In 1957, Winton opened for Scout camping; 738 attended.

Winton was dedicated by the Order of the Arrow in a special cer-
emony, July 3, 1958, at “Dedication Point”. In attendance were,
Charlie and David Winton from Minneapolis, Warren Carleton and
Dick Spencer, Council executive board members, Scouters, and
parents.

Sailing was offered at Winton (and Harvey West) with the acquisi-
tion of eight sailboats in 1958.

The Camp Winton symbol is the Winton Lumber Company’s logo,
two Ws, “back-to-back”. The Winton brothers had adopted it when
the lumber business was dangerous and chancy.

A film, “Winton Wonderland”, was produced in 1960.

In 1990, with nine staff members who were National Camping
School grads, Winton had a banner year with an unprecedented
1,900 signups for the Summer.

Winton’s program has been its greatest asset for the past several
years. An average of 1,200 campers and 300 adult leaders have
attended camp each
eight-week season
since 1987. Many “out-
of-council” Troops
have come from Bay
and Los Angeles areas
for Winton’s rustic
beauty and compre-
hensive program offer-
ings. Staff have pro-
vided instruction, food
service, maintenance,
and special events for
campers, and they
have been praised for
their dedication and
spirit.
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learned, first hand, about water safety. Asusual, water front staff
had both a land tower observer, and a patrolling motor boat on
the canoeing perimeter.

A private, non-Scouting party of six; four adults, two in their sev-
enties, and two youngsters, in an eight foot “row boat”, powered
by a small outboard, entered “our” boating area. None of its
occupants had life jackets, and their boat barely had two inches
of “freeboard”! It’s bow took a choppy wave, the boat took on
water, then slowly “plowed” into the 40°F lake. 1 do not know if
the seniors could swim, but they had presence of mind to grab
the swamped boat. Roger Mockford, his staff, and Scout leaders,
immediately converged on the scene, and safely pulled all from
the chilling water.

Quickly grabbing blankets from the infirmary, we brought these
drenched souls into the lodge kitchen, and provided them warm
drink. These vacationers were immensely relieved, and hope-
fully, wiser.

Much to our surprise, two days later, a shipment of large, ripe
watermelons mysteriously arrived at our Chalet dock, with a note:
“For the Scouts of Camp Harvey West, in grateful appreciation”.
Every Scout and Scouter in camp that evening had wonderful
watermelon for dinner dessert. Tragedy had been avoided; pre-
paredness rewarded. We were grateful - all of us!

“Reguiem”. Because Upper Echo Lake is so very cold, even in
July and August, Harvey West’s water program was primarily boat-
ing, rather than swimming. To compensate for a somewhat lim-
ited in camp program, especially in the early years, Troop-di-
rected backpacking was strongly encouraged (at Camp West, in
the early 1950’s, we did not have a rifle range, nor a designed
physical activity yard; however, John Kimber did teach archery;
star study and we had a very good nature program). Backpack-
ing developed both individual and unit resourcefulness, but trail
foods then were of questionable quality (“gumbert’s goo” and
“kisky kibble”, we called them), and many Scouts lacked neces-
sary equipment; proper packs and warm sleeping bags. Of course,
for many, back country fishing was always an attraction. Unfor-
tunately, continued heavy usage of trails and campsites year af-
ter year, began to deplete back country resources. In the early
1950’s, Scouts in Desolation Wilderness area were still using wood-
fueled sheepherder stoves, which Mr. Mitchell horse-transported
to scattered caches! Today, all ethical sierra campers use liquid-
fueled stoves.

Even a few campers can greatly disturb ecosystemic, equilibrium,
especially in meadows. Alpine habitats, like deserts, have very
slow regeneration. We simply had to begin practicing that which
we preached, which meant propane stoves in Troop sites (poten-

tialty dangerous and costly) or central mess. None of our Sierra
Camps, then had adequate buildings or facilities to fully service
central feeding for all campers and staff, Such a plan also denied
Scouts opportunities to learn important camp skills.

Both Harvey West and Winton camps were/are grossly inefficient
and geographically remote, but their beauty and serenity seemed
to outweigh “dollar determinants”.

Pressure from cabin owners, Chalet management, Division of
Forestry, and especially the County Health Department finally
closed Camp Harvey West. Our sewage polluted the lake; our
burning garbage and camp fires, the air.

Sadness deeply touched me when I first saw the effects of Winter
storm on Cherokee Lodge (once the assembly-mess building for
the girls’ side of private, “Camp Echo”). | remembered rainy-night
campfires when, in camaraderie, every Scout in camp gathered
in the warmth of Cherokee’s huge stone fireplace. Nothing, how-
ever, could have prepared me for the emotional impact of seeing
charcoal scars where Harvey West’s noble lodges once stood.
Being inextricably attached to the sights, sounds, smells, and
moods of both summer and winter adventure, the realization
that | can never go back, except in memory, is disheartening.
One can rationalize and understand that Echo Lake’s beauty is
enhanced by nature’s return to pristine simplicity, but one can-
not replace his “coming of age”, with a picture post card.

Past Council President, Warren Dayton and his wife, Vida, owned
a cabin near the lower lake entrance to the channel (through the
years, we borrowed so many shear pins from them, they could
have opened a marina). Perhaps they were the only cabin own-
ers who regretted seeing Harvey West close.

Without road access, the whole operation was an economic di-
saster, but the thrill of seeing that exquisite alpine lake, and this
magnificent camp, nestled in aspens, lodge pole and Jeffrey pines,
is an experience a Scouter will never forget. it is no wonder that
scenes from the film, “A Place in the Sun” were filmed from our
dock. No Scout will forget the hike, or boat ride to camp, his
chattering teeth after the swim test, the magic of singing around
a campfire, the string of flashlights, like fireflies, finding their
way to bed after vespers, the bleating and smell of cow horns
from Belton Murphy’s craft corral, nor the inspiration of com-
muning with the “Great Spirit” while sitting in an open-air “church”
adorned by a thousand year old juniper. Such was the magic of
Camp Harvey West.

Thanks to philanthropist and lumber man, Harvey West and his
family, thousands of Scouts and Scouters will share these memo-
ries for generations to come.
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Merit badge offerings at Winton are many. Because of Bear River
Reservoir, waterfront activities provide instructional opportuni-
ties for all aquatic merit badges: swimming, lifesaving, canoe-
ing, rowing, white water kayaking, water skiing, and
motorboating. Additionally, BSA Lifeguard and Snorkeling badges
are offered. Archery, rifle & shotgun, and blackpowder shooting
are offered. Leatherwork, basketry, wood carving and Indian lore
are taught in the popular handicraft area. In Scoutcraft areas,
wilderness survival, pioneering and orienteering are available,
as well as instuction in camping, cooking, and backpacking. In
the nature area, nature, mammals, soil & water conservation,
forestry, and environmental science are offered. Within the past
few years, Winton has added a first year camper area, “Eagles’
Nest”, for those newer Scouts who want to acquire basic skills for
tenderfoot, second and first class. Scouts receive instruction from
staff, but Troop leaders sign off on the badges. This maintains
the Troop’s quality control and responsibility.

Winton’s staff philosophy, of providing Scouts with “safety, ser-
vice and spirit”, has proven effective over the years. Experienced
staffers are noted for their spirited singing during meal serving,
as well as for providing songs and skits at campfires. The tradi-
tional evening meal “serial” is a parody of a popular movie, with
a Scout moral as the climax. Another tradition is flag retirement
at final campfire where a tattered US flag is “retired” to the camp-
fire in a respectful and dignified manner, providing a model for
Troops to emulate in their own localities. Scouts leave Winton
with a positive feeling toward Scouting, its traditions, and the
fun that it can provide.

WINTON CAMP DIRECTORS:

1958 Earl Druse
1960 Elmer Lucky
1962 Jack Terwilliger
1963 ]. B. Ward

1964 Herb Smith
1966 Dick Kimrey
1968 Bruce Daniel
1971 Harry Smith

~77-

1976 Ira Haberle

1980 Kurt Limbo/}im Treganza
1981 Kurt Limbo/Wayne Heple
1982 Donald G. “Skip” Treganza
1984-85 Chuck Copeland

1986-88 “Skip” Treganza

1989-95 Duff Holt

Cliff Curtice, 1968 staffer, reminisces about Winton:

New staff members were quickly introduced to the game, “Red
Donut” or “don’t get caught with the red rossette”, an ordinary
one-inch steel washer painted red. After breakfast, our camp
“officer of the day” asked, “who has the red badge of courage™
If the “owner” is not yet aware of his “good fortune”, all searched
their uniform pockets. The “bearer” then reported to the Camp
Director, Bruce Daniel, for that day’s “special assignment”, usu-
ally a nasty chore like digging a new privy pit, hauling garbage,
or swamping toilets. Such toil was aptly called, “T. P. P. (toilet
paper programming) or, T. P. T. P. (too pooped to party) duty”. If
the “chosen one” were too busy completing his directive to “waste
the washer” (pass to another), he could be stuck in “bondage” for
a week!

Typically, while waiting outside the lodge before breakfast, each
staffer had hands in pockets, and stood far from “over-friendly”
comrades who “accidentally” brushed by. If one caught his passer
in the act, he need not accept the washer. Some “old timers”
were so clever they could place the washer in a buttoned shirt
pocket, or even return it, without the other person being the
wiser. The rule was, entering a person’s tent, or clothesline, to
“slip the slug” was “not cricket”; the washer must be placed in
clothing being worn.

Of course, it is always “open season” on camp and program di-
rectors. Dozens of times | was “washed”, but always managed to
“con the coin” before breakfast. One developed the dexterity of
a “Fagin”, and resourcefulness of an “Oliver”. It was to the credit
of Winton's wonderful 1968 staff to say that all played this work
game, with honesty and good humor. Demonstrating Scouting
spirit and devotion to camp morale, we witnessed occasions when
staffers, like Ric Harden, deliberately kept the washer for several
days, to complete some difficult task. Such was the character of
these fine young men.

Camp Director Duff Holt, reminisces:

“Bears”. My first year as camp director was punctuated with many
new and unexpected situations, but none was as dramatic as the
bear visit during one of our Cub Scout Weeks. We use a citizen’s
band radio system to keep in contact with key staff throughout
camp; the base station is located in the lodge office. A call came
over the radio one afternoon announcing the presence of a bear
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near Jeffrey Pine campsite. My first reaction was one of disbelief.
I chastised the caller for using the radio net to “play around”.
Finally, the caller convinced me that there was indeed a large
black bear sound asleep with his legs draped on either side of a
large log and a large mangled plastic bag of trail mix at his feet!

What to do? After instructing several staffers to keep their dis-
tance, to not disturb the beast, and to call me on the radio should
anything change, | went to the office to contact “authorities” about
procedure. Camp property belongs to the US Forest Service, so |
called them. They informed me that situations of this type are
not within their jurisdiction; that | should try Fish & Game. These
folks told me that it was not their job either; try the local Game
Warden. Finally, on the third call, | got someone who would lis-
ten to my problem. | could tell by the telephone prefix that | was
talking to someone in Sacramento. He said he could send a truck
with a cage in three or four hours, tranquilize the bear, and move
him “elsewhere”. When informed that there was no road into
camp, his next solution caused apprehension and dismay. | as-
sembled available staffers and implemented the plan.

Armed with pots, pans, whistles, air horns, and other noisemak-
ing devices, our “army” approached the sleeping bear. On sig-
nal, the cacophony started. The bruin bolted upright from his
sleeping log, took one look at us, and immediately belted up the
hill out of camp, crushing bushes and bounding over large logs
on his way. We cautiously followed his trail about a half mile.
The Game Warden was right: noise frightens bears, and they will
run. We saw no further signs of the big fellow...and have not
seen a bear in camp since!

“It Was Sad When the Greatest Ship Went Down”. What else could
happen to a first-year camp director? Since there is no road into
camp, all supplies come across the lake by boat. One day, as |
was out helping with water skiing instruction, I received a call for
“HELP” over the CB radio. My son, Steve, who had taken “Orca”,
our aluminum flat bottom barge, to the resort to pick up our
milk and bread for the week, was frantic! “Orca” was sinking! |
quickly drove around the peninsula to see Steve literally stand-
ing to his waist in the middle of the lake, holding his CB radio
high in his hand. “Orca” was under three feet of water. Only the
flotation foam under the seats was keeping “Orca” from sinking
to the bottom. We recovered Steve easily, but over sixty cases of
half pint milk cartons and fifteen cases of bread were floating
everywhere! Small air pockets in the milk cartons and the plastic
wrap of the bread allowed them to float just below the surface.
We recovered “Orca” and its outboard engine, and, thanks to the
resort personnel, had our barge back in operation within three
hours. Milk and bread were another story. Fishermen, all over
the lake, helped net our “flotsam” and deposit it on Winton’s
dock. By mid-afternoon, we had recovered all our shipment. We
then simply rinsed off the milk and bread and eventually served
to our campers!

“The Bald Eagle”. During the 1994 season, the bald eagle was
removed from the endangered species list. The special signifi-
cance of this event was revealed to campers in an unforgettable
display, July 4th. As part of Winton’s Independence-Day Celebra-
tion, the staff had planned a special flag ceremony that Monday
evening, to include our regular cannonade, a seven gun salute,
and a dramatic reading of the Preamble to the Constitution. Just
as we were about to begin the ceremony, everything stopped; all
eyes turned skyward...

As the entire camp population watched in dishelief, a large bald
eagle circled the three poles on “Flag Pole Rock”. His white neck
and majestic wing span were unmistakable. Silence overtook
the camp as the eagle effortlessly circled the rock several times,
then landed at the very top of the huge Jeffrey pine beside the
lodge. It was as if the eagle was saying, “I'm back...thank you,
Boy Scouts of America™

We finally decided to begin our planned ceremony, but when the
cannon went off, the eagle left by flying high over the south ridge
line. Ironically, and attesting to the staff’s reputation for show-
manship, several Scouts and Scouters asked, “How did you ar-
range that bald eagle flight just before the ceremony? My an-
swer, “With God’s help”.

DAVID WEST Thanks to lumberman Harvey West, the 16,000 acre,
“David West” Scout Reservation (named for his son), near Kyburz
on the Silver Fork of the American River, was added to the council’s
camp properties. The camp, opening in September, 1957, was
used for conservation education and overnight camping. The
site eventually reverted to the Forest Service.

LOON LAKE It was in 1958, after the Kit Carson Trek was estab-
lished, that Lester Holmes and Alden Barber, working with Paul
McKusick, chair of the camp development committee, determined
that a camp, west of Desolation Valley, could be advantageous.
It would provide hiking and backpacking opportunities between
Harvey West, Winton, and Loon Lake.

Loon Lake
under
Construction,
1965.
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Loon Lake
under

Use of the land at Loon Lake was acquired in 1961 and Sacra-
mento architect, Grant Caywood, designed the lodge.

Camp Loon Lake opened to provide a wilderness experience for
Senior Scouts in 1962.

During the summers of 1964 and 1965, camp was under con-
struction, but it was used as a base for backpackers. Construc-
tion staffs in those two years consisted mainly of older Scouts
supervised by a few professional Scouters, a retired carpenter
and a variety of craftsmen who came to camp when their trade
was needed. In 1965, the lodge was completed.

Loon Lake became a “fully operational” summer camp in 1966.

Loon Lake was open to Scout camping from 1966-1976. Due to
environmental problems, it was closed.

LOON LAKE CAMP DIRECTORS

1964-65 Robert Gardner
1970 Larry Leighton/Le Roy Cornie
1971 Larry Leighton

ALDEN BARBER SHARES SOME OF HIS MEMORIES:

TROOP 1'S CAMP CODY.

Otto Link, machine shop owner in Sacramento, discovered a site
on a beautiful little lake three miles southwest of Strawberry on
Highway 50 and twelve miles west of Echo Summit. Troop com-
mittee members and parents established Camp Cody. An old log-
ging road ended about three miles from camp, so it was difficult,
using trek carts and wheelbarrows, to get materials for a cook
shack and storage building to the campsite.

During construction and early occupancy, a prime mover was
Wally Hetherington, an energetic volunteer who had also been
active in Mount Lassen Area Council. Wally’s right hand assistant
in building, improving and operating Camp Cody was H. J. (Bob)
McCurry, Jr., an Eagle Scout, executive board member, Council
Treasurer and Commissioner...a good friend.

Other Camp Cody Scouters who served the Council are Robert
McCurry (Bob’s brother), Kent Link {Otto’s son) and Dan Cole, Eagle
Scout, Scoutmaster of Troop 1 and Council Commissioner. Dan,
whose two sons are Eagle Scouts, is the son of Bob and Billie
Cole.

Camp Cody is very well attended each summer and Troop 1 has
a very high percentage of Eagle Scouts.

The camp buildings were destroyed by heavy snow one winter,
but volunteers and alumni rebuilt it, stronger than ever.

TROOP 29°S CAMP O Kl HI (CAMP HARRY B. OGLE)

Troop 29, Land Park District, established its camp in the Sierra,
west of Yuba Pass. The prime mover was Harry Ogle, my first
Scout Executive. In 1937, Harry and the executive board in Mount
Lassen could not agree on policy and the Ogle family relocated
in Sacramento.

The camp has a central dining hall. In past days, a tributary of
the Yuba River was dammed for swimming. in recent years, Scouts
swam in Sand Pond.

Like Troop 1, Troop 29 achieved strong advancement, and many
of its members became Eagles.

When | came to Buttes Area Council in 1949, its camping com-
mittee was enthused about the fact that Golden Empire had of-
fered a summer campsite on the Yuba River east of Downieville,
near Chapman Creek, which it no longer needed, having acquired
Harvey West.

When | visited the site with the camping chairman and council
commissioner, | realized why Walt and his volunteers had been
eager to pass the Forest Service lease to another council.
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The lease was right beside the highway, there was little room for Summoning my courage, | pointed out the problems to my vol-
Troop sites or activity areas and if we could have developed a unteers, Fortunately, they saw the wisdom of my reasoning, and
swimming area on the river, Scouts would have had to cross a we launched the search that resulted in finding Glacial Trails Scout
busy highway to reach it. Ranch.

A

Loon Lake, Late 1960’s

1965 Loon Lake Staff.
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SCOUT HONOR SOCIETIES

Introduction

ince Scouting’s early days, it was obvious that some Scouts

have more enthusiasm and dedication to the program than
others, and it was realized that these Scouts deserve special rec-
ognition. One way to recognize and encourage those Scouts was
to induct them into honor societies. The most widely known
Scout Honor Society today is the “Order of the Arrow”, a national
society, discussed later in this chapter. In the Sacramento area,
the Scout Honor Society, predating the local Order of the Arrow,
was the “Tribe of Tahoe”.

Tribe of Tahoe

Boy Scouts in the Sacramento Area Council and later in the Golden
Empire Council enjoyed cool summers in the High Sierra near
Echo Summit at Camp Audrain, which opened in 1925. During
the next summer a Scout Honor Society, called the “Tribe of
Tahoe”, was formed. Members of this honor society fulfilled vari-
ous requirements at camp and earned titles such as “Brave”, “War-
rior”, “Medicine Man”, and “Chief”. Some of the tribe’s ceremo-
nies were “borrowed” from the “Order of the Arrow”, located else-
where at that time.

A Council camping brochure from 1929 stated that at Camp
Audrain “Only real Scouts who enter whole-heartedly into the
Scouting program and have a fine Scout Spirit will be invited to
join”.

The 1932 camp brochure said, “Outstanding Scouts are eligible
to membership in the ‘Tribe of Tahoe’, a camp honor society ...
camp pins and belt awards will be given for achievement in spe-
cific fields of endeavor”. Later camp pins and belt awards, (none
of which are known to exist today) were replaced by beanies, in
the late 1930's.

The tribe rank, beanie color, and requirements are listed below:
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Brave (blue beanie)

- Good Scout

- Satisfactory camper

- Contributes to camp development

Warrior (red beanie)

- Second season in Camp

- At least Second Class

- Good Scout

- Good camper

- Contributes to camp development
- Contributes to program’s success

Medicine Man (gold beanie)

- Third season at Camp

- At least, First Class rank

- Contributes to the program’s success
- Outstanding character

- Complete meditation

Chief (white beanie)

- Fourth season in camp

- Eagle rank

- Honor camper

- Has character and leadership ability

The “Tribe of Tahoe” was disbanded after the 1945 summer camp
season, and replaced in 1946, by the “Order of the Arrow”.

The Order of the Arrow

National History

Although the Order of the Arrow was first chartered in the Golden
Empire Council in 1947 (it began functioning in 1946), it’s na-
tional history can be traced to a Delaware Valley camp in 1915.
It was at this Philadelphia Scout Camp (called “Treasure island”)
where the director came upon the legend of the Lenni Lenape
while searching for some means of recognizing Scouts who ex-
celled in their exemplification of the Scout Oath and Law. These
Native Americans were known for their unselfish service to oth-
ers, ltis after them that the Order of the Arrow was modeled.

Director of that camp, along the Delaware River, was Dr. E. Urner
Goodman. Known as the founder of the “Order of the Arrow”, he
once said:

The Order of the Arrow is a thing of the spirit rather than of me-
chanics. Organization, operation procedures, and all that go with
them are necessary in any large and growing movement, but they
are not what counts in the end. The things of the spirit are what
count;
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Brotherhood-in a day when there is too much hatred at home
and abroad

Cheerfulness-in a day when the pessimists have the floor and
cynics are popular

Service-in a day when millions are interested in getting or grasp-
ing, rather than giving.

In the first year (1915), 25 members were inducted into Order of
the Arrow, Unami Lodge #1. Each Scout was first elected as a
candidate by his fellow Scouts, all of whom were non-Order mem-
bers. That tradition is still observed; each troop elects candi-
dates for the Order.

By 1917, other nearby Scout camps had formed lodges in the
Order. Growth was slow, however, because of World War I. In
1921, a “National Lodge” was formed and its first national con-
vention held. At that time, plans were developed to make the
Order a national honor campers’ brotherhood. In 1918, BSA
adopted the Order as an official experimental program. By 1934,
the OA was so successful that the National Council of the Boy
Scouts no longer considered it experimental. In May, 1948, the
“Order of the Arrow” was officially integrated into the national
Scouting movement. The Order’s national lodge was dissolved
and supervision was shifted directly to the Boy Scouts of America.

More than one million Boy Scouts, Explorers, and Scouters have
been inducted into the Order since its founding in 1915, There
are currently over 160,000 active members in about 400 lodges.
All of these members were inducted into the Order of the Arrow
“not so much for what they have done, but for what they are
expected to do”. In taking the obligation of the Order, every
member promised, on his honor, “to be unselfish in service and
devotion to the welfare of others”.

In 1948, the Order of the Arrow was officially integrated into the
national camping program, and the first OA handbook was pro-
duced.

Mayi Lodge 354
In the Golden Empire Council, as the “Tribe of Tahoe” was be-

coming only a memory of those who had attended Camp Audrain,
a new honor society was born. It all started in the fall of 1946
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when Field Scout Executive, Jim Wight, called a meeting of Perry
Baker, Karl Kunz, Charles McClung, Frank Palmer, Del Springer,
and Charles Thomas. These were all adult Chiefs in the “Tribe of
Tahoe”, and they became an organizing committee. At the meet-
ing, the Order of the Arrow program was introduced and explained
to the new committee. They learned that national leaders were
recommending the “Order of the Arrow” to all councils. The com-
mittee decided to adopt the program as the Golden Empire
Council's honor camping society, and began forming the new
lodge.

On the right, Perry Baker, 1950’s.

Mayi Lodge received its first charter from the National Office on
March 20, 1947. Being the 354th lodge to receive a national char-
ter, it was known as “Lodge 354”. The Lodge totem was the leap-
ing Chinook (King) Salmon, a prime food source of local Maidu
Native Americans. In fact, “Mayi” means “salmon” in the Maidu
language.

The first Scout candidates for membership in the new lodge were
Steve Cannon, Bob Martin, and Norman Kunz. They went through
their Ordeal (a two-day ceremony and service project where can-
didates are inducted as “Ordeal Members”), along with {adult)
Jim Wight, at a Stockton conclave in the fall of 1946. This event
actually occurred before the Lodge had received its charter. In
the spring of 1947, the six adults of the organizing committee
joined additional boys and adults in an Ordeal at Chapman Creek.
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The Lodge grew in membership and program throughout the late
1940’s, 1950’s, and 1960’s, as more units elected candidates and
as the Scouting program blossomed. Chapters were formed within
the Lodge, much as districts are in a Council. This helped orga-
nize members for election teams, “tap-out” ceremonies, dance
teams, camp-o-ree service, and local service projects. Two Or-
deals, spring and fall, were usually held each year by the Lodge
at Council camps. In some years, as many as five Ordeals were
held. The regular meeting place for the Lodge became the “Mayi
Room”, added to the building at Camp Pollock in the early 1950’s.

Duane Atwood, 1958.
In the early years, Indian dancing and ceremonies received ma-
jor emphasis. Later, service and camping became more impor-
tant parts of the Lodge program. Members from Mayi Lodge have
attended every National Order of the Arrow Conference since the
lodge was chartered. Locally, Mayi participated in every Area
12C Conclave from 1952 to 1972, and every Section W3B Con-
clave since 1973. Mayi hosted the area/section conclaves in 1954,

1958, 1961, 1962, 1969, 1977, and 1984. The Lodge also hosted
an annual Camp-0-Rally from 1959 to 1974.

The Mayi Lodge newsletter was Smoke Signals. It was first pub-
lished in June 1958, and issued 6 to 12 times a year. It won nu-
merous awards through the years, in competition at National
Order of the Arrow Conferences. In August 1981, it was honored
as one of the nation’s top three news bulletins. It was always
prepared by a youth editor and an adult advisor, first using mim-
eograph methods, then photocopying. Later it was published with

computer word processing and professional newspaper printing.

Mayi Lodge grew when Canaku Lodge of the Tahoe Area Council
merged with Mayi at the same time that Council merged with
Golden Empire, December 31, 1970. This action pushed the size
of Mayi Lodge to a peak of 20 chapters and 1,669 active mem-
bers. Then, overall membership in Scouting, nation wide, began
to drop. Mayi Lodge’s membership reflected this drop and by
December, 1976 there were only about 500 members. Still, “the
spirit lives on”.
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1971 Camporally.

Boys’ Life magazine ran a 4-page story about the “cheerful ser-
vice” of Mayi Lodge in its March, 1973 issue, impressing Scouts
and Scouters across the country. On the last weekend of August,
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1972, the Lodge had co-ordinated over 1,000 local Scouts and
Explorers to bring massive assistance to the flood-damaged town
of Isleton, California. Under the leadership of 16-year old Lodge
Vice Chief, Steve Rosenzweig, to assist Isleton residents, tons of
mud, ruined furniture, destroyed carpet, and other debris were
removed. 20 Air Force buses were used to shuttle these workers
and supplies. Food was donated by many local companies, such
as the Campbell Soup plant in Sacramento. The California De-
partment of Water Resources let the Scouts borrow 1,000 shov-
els, and the State Department of Parks and Recreation let every-
one camp without fee at Brannon Island.

In the late 1970’s, Scouting’s program was improved and the Lodge
showed progress in all areas. By 1981, a growing Mayi Lodge had
over 700 members. Through the 1980s and into the 1990s, it had
the largest membership of any Northern California Lodge.

1987 Mayi Lodge Dance Team.

Several unique programs were developed and/or refined in Mayi
Lodge, which many other Lodges emulated. Most notable was
the comprehensive leadership “Takachsin Training Program”, cre-
ated in 1977. The well received, annual Council Cooking Contest
began in 1966. The Lodge has also helped promote camping by
producing an annual “where-to-go-camping” booklet, and a camp
promotions slide show.

1990 was the 75th Anniversary of the Order of the Arrow (nation-
ally). A special red & white ribbon for one’s pocket with a gold
turtle attached, was available for those who wished to earn it.

With council mergers in 1992, it was also necessary to merge Or-
der of the Arrow Lodges from all three Councils. According to
“National Order of the Arrows Committee”, it is their policy to
maintain a “One Council, One Lodge” structure. Wil Conner was
asked to take the position of Lodge Advisor, which he accepted.
Then began the process of restructuring the three Councils’ Lodges.
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Tito-Wa Ceremonial Team.

The three former Lodges kept their original names, but were now,
“Tribes”. Tribes, under the former Lodges were now called Chap-
ters, or in some cases, “Clans”. Therefore the Lodge structure
was changed to: Lodge, Tribes, Chapters or Clans. A new number
“47” was assigned to the new Lodge, and in December of 1992 a
new slate of Lodge Officers, along with a new name, Amangi
Nacha, was chosen, ’

Mayi Lodge was always known for having many activities. In ad-
dition, over the years there were also Lodge Dinners, Fall Feliow-
ships, Spring Fellowships, work projects, Vigil Weekends, Scout-
0-Rama booths, Jamb-0-Rama booths, pow wows, and patch
trade-o-rees.

A A=
-

«

Vigil Honor sash

Vigil Honor is the highest recognition the Order of the Arrow can
bestow on its members, for service to their lodge and local coun-
cil. Itis a mark of distinction and recognition reserved for those
Arrowmen who, by reason of exceptional service, personal effort,
and unselfish interest, have made distinguished contributions be-
yond the immediate responsibilities of their position, or office,
to their lodge, to the Order of the Arrow in general, to Scouting,
and/or to their Scout camp(s). An Arrowman must be a Brother-
hood member for at least two years before being considered eli-
gible for the Vigil Honor.

Giving awards to those who deserved recognition and/or who
served Boy Scouts and Mayi Lodge unselfishly was never forgot-
ten. Over the years there were many recognitions (given at dif-
ferent levels) for slightly different reasons, but in the long run
they all meant SERVICE. Some honors include “Personal Involve-
ment Award” (given nationally from 1979 to 1982), the National
“50th Anniversary Award”, the National “75th Anniversary Award”,
the “Elangomat” Award (created by Mayi Lodge in 1986 and given
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through 1992 to Arrowmen who helped new Ordeal members),
the “Leaping Salmon Award” (created by Mayi Lodge in the late
1960’s, and given continuously through 1992 by the Lodge Chief
as a special “thank you for a job well done”), the “Maidu Service
Award” (presented by the Lodge cabinet for service to the Lodge
or Chapter), the “Elk Tooth Award” {created by Mayi Lodge and
given only to youth members for service between June 1955 and
early 1960's), the “Black Feather Award” (also a Mayi honor), and
the “Founders Award”, Physically, the presentations were usu-
ally a special patch, or certificate.

ORDER OF THE ARROW

507H ANNIVERSARY-.

The “Founders Award” is one of the most prestigious given in
recent times. A national recognition, started in 1982, it honors
the founders of the Order of the Arrow, and is given by a Lodge
wishing to honor an Arrowman for exemplary service to the Lodge.
The Lodge must petition the National Order of the Arrow Com-
mittee, to present awards (maximum of two per year) to any quali-
fied Brotherhood or Vigil Honor members. If one award is given,
it must be to a youth member. The second award, if given, can
go to an adult. Following is a list of the “Founders Award” recipi-
ents, within Mayi Lodge:

1985  Will Keane & Don Powell

1986  lan Dodge & Alan O’Connor
1987  Jeff Downing & Chuck Copeland
1988  Albert Chang & Kim Wilkinson
1989  Robert Grande & Dave Ishikawa
1990  Steve Carleton & Craig Tanner

Another very prestigious national recognition is the “Distinguished
Service Award”. It is given by the OA National Committee. Only
two Arrowmen from Mayi Lodge ever received that award: Chuck
Copeland and Alden Barber.

Mayi Lodge had 43 youth members serve as Chiefs during its 45-
year history, from the original charter on March 20, 1947, until it
merged to form Amangi Nacha Lodge on December 31, 1992.
The Chief isthe one who takes responsibility for running the Lodge.
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Through the years, over 200 Vice Chiefs and committee chairs
have assisted. In most years there were 3 to 5 Vice Chiefs, each in
charge of different tasks, such as activities and ceremonies. Some-
times, the term of office ran from January 1 to December 31;
sometimes, it matched the school calendar.

MAY! LODGE CHIEFS

Steve Cannon 1947 & 1948
Bob Martin 1949 & 1950
Chuck Spruce 1951

Pat Owens 1952

Rich Flanders 1953
Walter Prentiss 1954-1955
Ron Cortell 1955
Wayne Kaffka 1955-1956
Joel Greenfield 1956-1957
Duane Atwood 1957-1958
Bill Fritzsche 1958-1959
Tom Treckeme 1959-1960
Jeff Kondo 1960-1961
Jerry Cole 1962
Brian Jacobs 1963
Kevin Lee 1964
George Kepley 1965

John Paul Jones 1966 & 1967
Chuck Copeland 1968

Cliff Paulsen 1969
Doug Taggart 1970

John Straddeck 111 1971

Ward Cole 1972
Charles Stevens 1973

Jeff Winkler 1974

Don McMakin 1975
Brian Sprock 1976
Martin Chamberlain 1977
Chris Alsup 1978
Steve Howe 1979
Charles Gibbon 1980
Robert Wharton 1981

Larry Meadows 1982-3
Eric Nichols 1984

Will Keane 1985

lan Dodge 1985
Shawn Peeters 1986

Jeff Downing 1986-7
Eric Gerber 1987-8
Robert Grande 1988-9
Steve Carleton 1989-90
Mike Burns 1990-1
Brian Osterhout 1991-2



Chapter Twelve

The Order of the Arrow is essentially “a boy-run” organization.
Adult volunteers serve only as resource persons. In fact, only
youth members are allowed to vote on issues brought before the
Lodge. Mayi Lodge always had a large membership of dedicated
adults who were there when youths needed them. Over the years
there were hundreds of men, and later, women too, who helped
with everything from driving, cooking, and planning, to provid-
ing sound financial advice. Adults were guided by the Lodge
Advisor, who was appointed by the Council Executive, Seventeen
adults served as “Mayi Lodge Advisor”, but only Chuck Copeland
has the distinction of also serving as a Mayi Lodge Chief,

Chuck Copeland.

MAY| LODGE ADVISORS

Perry Baker 1947-1951
Barney Barnes 1952

Bill Greenfield 1953-1956
Ford Stevens 1957-1961
John Woodward 1961-1962
Jim Jones 1963-1964
Ford Stevens 1964

John Adams 1965-1966
Al Childress 1967-1969
Guy Wright 1969-1974
Ralph Graves 1975

Bill Emmons 1976-1979
Lloyd Phillips 1980

Don Miller 1981-1984
Chuck Copeland 1984-1987
Dave Ishikawa 1987-1989
Lew Gainey 1989-1990
Wil Conner 1990-1992

Besides service to the Lodge, many Mayi members also found
time to provide service to the Area, or Section, as chiefs, vice
chiefs, secretaries, and advisors. Two Mayi Lodge individuals are
exemplary because they served as Lodge Chief, but also as an
Area 12-C Chief, and an Area/Section Advisor. Those Arrowmen
are Tom Treckeme and Chuck Copeland.

AREA 12-C CHIEFS FROM MAY| LODGE

Bill Rose 1954
Wayne Kaffka 1956
Joel Greenfield 1958
Tom Treckeme 1961
Chuck Copeland 1969

SECTION W3B CHIEFS FROM MAYI LODGE

Jeff Winkler 1977
John Shaw 1980
Brian Osterhout 1993

AREA 12-C LEADERS (ADVISORS) FROM MAYI LODGE

Perry Baker 1954-1957
Perry Baker 1959-1960
Duane Atwood 1961

Perry Baker 1964-6
Tom Treckeme 1967-72

SECTION W3B ADVISORS FROM MAY! LODGE

Tom Treckeme 1973
Chuck Copeland 1974-1977
Chuck Fisk 1978-81
John Adams 1986-87
Alan O0’Connor 1990

CHAPTERS IN MAYI LODGE

The subdivision of the Lodge into chapters occurred in the early
1950’s. This proved to be a very effective way to handle the large
number of Arrowmen living throughout the Lodge’s jurisdiction.
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Over the years different chapters have come and gone, many times
paralleling the merging and splitting of the Council’s districts.
Sometimes, new chapters used the names of old chapters. From

April of 1986 to December of 1992, chapters in Mayi Lodge were
called tribes. On the following page is an alphabetical list of all
the chapters (or tribes) which have existed in Mayi Lodge.

Chapter Name Meaning of Name Years District Name
Adiohqua Group Council Joined
Together for Fellowship 1954 - 1964 Fort Sutter
Allohak Powerful One 1969 - 1973 Pathfinder/Del Paso
Allohak-Awehhelleu Powerful Bird 1969 - 1973 Thunderbird
Amahami Rocky Terrain ? -1958 Citrus
1958 - 1969 Kit Carson
1969 - 1972 Daniel Boone
1972 - Present Kit Carson
Amangi V¥ Greatv 1971 - Present Buena Vista
Canaku* ? 1971 - 1975 Ponderosa
Capital (District name) ? -1954 Capital
Cha-Pa-Di Green Forest 1963 - Present El Dorado
Ching-Kong-Ting-Why-0o Rabid Skunk 1958 - 1968 Pony Express
Conshopen Happy Vvalley ? -1969 Del Paso
1973 - 1990 Crazyhorse
Curahee One Who Stands Alone 1976 - Present Trailblazer
El Dorado (District name) 1959 - 1963 El Dorado
Eluwak Most Powerful One 1970 -1973 Golden Spike
Present Pony Express
Ethe Koloh ? 1969 - 1972 Bigfoot
Hetoir Culak lron Horse 1968 - 1975 Iron Horse
Irekwan Gold Hill 1976 - Present Gold Country
Ishi Name of Calif. Indian 1970 - 1973 John Muir
Kodo-Noko-Woli District Arrow Brothers 1970 - 1973 Tamarack
1973 - Present Pioneer
Lake Tahoe (District name) 1963 - 1970 Lake Tahoe
Lippoe Machque Wise Bear 1970 - 1973 Grizzly Bear
1973 - Present Grizzly Bear
M’bissis-Lawoapanne* Lake of the Sky 1971-1975 Lake Tahoe
Present ' Truckee-North Tahoe
McKinley (District name) ? -1954 McKinley
Me-She-Kin-No-Quan Little Turtle ? -1959 El Dorado-Amador
Present Amador
Onisho The Man ? - Present Delta
Ono First ? -1970 McClatchy/Pioneer
Pano Bear 1965 - 1970 Golden Bear
Patwin Tribal Name 1968 - Present Rio Del Oro
Sem Yeto Brave Ones ? -1975 Solano
1976 - 1992 Solano
Sierra Nevada* (District name) 1971 - 1975 Sierra Nevada
South Lake Tahoe (District name) 1976 - Present So. Lake Tahoe
Tannu Antelope 1964 - 1964 Land Park
Tito-wa Dwellers of the Plains 1960 - Present Yolo
Unalyi Place of Friends ? - 1964 Land Park
Wisaweu Alluns Yellow Arrow 1968 - 1975 Stagecoach
LAA 1990 - Present
Yolones ? ?-? Yolo
* Chapter formed as a result of merger with Tahoe Area Council.
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Tribe of Winton

As an incentive to encourage production and spirited campers,
Camp Winton presents the Tribe of Winton. This program, which
allows campers to earn beads for accomplishments and for Scout-
ing spirit, culminates in a very impressive ceremony on Thursday
evenings. Unlike most incentive programs, the “Tribe of Winton”
concept can be adopted by each Troop, to encourage its mem-
bers to participate and display good camping. The beads, them-
selves, are awarded by each Troop’s leaders. Promotion and cer-
emony are provided by the camp staff. When Scouts earn six
beads, including a red one for spirit, they receive a “bear claw”
for their necklace and are eligible to participate in the induction
ceremony conducted by the staff. The ceremony features a blind-
folded walk to the bonfire area, Indian outfits, arrival of the offi-
ciating ceremonial team by canoes across the lake, an oath of
allegiance, Indian dancing, an explanation of the purpose and
history of the Tribe, and stories of Indian lore.

The Tribe concept was brought to Winton by “Skip” Treganza in
1986 from Camp Pahatsi. The ceremony and procedures have
been adapted from the original script by Mike Burns. In 1990,
Mike “Jake” Hallerman, then Winton program director, designed
a perpetual patch to accompany the Tribe. The patch features a
depiction of the lake and mountains at Winton, the famous
“Winton brand”, and Winton’s landmark flagpole rock. It has
provisions for segments to be added as campers progress through
the “ranks” of the Tribe; a strip is also available for camp staff.

Amangi Nacha Lodge 47

On January 1, 1993, three lodges, (Mayi, Golden Empire,
Kowaunkamish, Buttes Area, and Tehema, Mount Lassen) merged
to form one lodge, “Amangi Nacha”. This new lodge, which trans-
lated in the Lenni Lenape language means, “Big Three”, took the
same number as the Golden Empire Council, #47. Amangi Nacha
Lodge’s totem is the California Valley Quail. Nearly 800 mem-
bers from the three lodges continued their membership in the
first year of the new lodge. After the first year, membership grew
to over 950.

This new lodge worked diligently to continue the activities and
traditions of the three lodges from which it was formed. Mem-
bers of Amangi Nacha held a “Fellowship” each of its first two
years, sent a contingent to the 1994 National Order of the Arrow
Conference in Indiana, and hosted the 1994 W3B Conclave at Beale
Air Force Base.

Amangi Nacha Lodge Chiefs and Advisor

Brian Osterhout, last chief of Mayi Lodge, served as the first chief
of Amangi Nacha Lodge in 1993. In 1994, youth members of the
lodge elected Coady Pruett their second chief. During its first
two years, Wil Conner served as Lodge Advisor.
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Canaku Lodge 511

Canaku Lodge was in the Tahoe Area Council, headquarters in
Auburn. It was first chartered April 26, 1955, and merged with
Mayi Lodge December 31, 1970, the same time Tahoe Area Coun-
cil merged with Golden Empire. The origin and the meaning of
the word “Canaku” is unknown at this time. The lodge totem,
the “acorn”, was mistakenly shown as a sugar pine cone on the
last issue of the lodge pocket flap patch. The name was com-
monly misspelled, “Canuku”.

Although a relatively small lodge, Canaku hosted the 1963 and
1968 Area 12-C Conclaves. At the time of this writing, the only
chiefs of the lodge, who could be identified were: Tom Cannon -
1968, Harold Takahashi - 1969, and Frank Bailey - 1970.

Tribe of Pahatsi

The Tahoe Area Council also had a Scout Honor Society before
“Order of the Arrow’s” Canaku Lodge. Organized in 1929, and
called the “Tribe of Pahatsi”, it existed at Camp Pahatsi. There
were four degrees a boy could earn: “Brave”, “Warrior”, “Medi-
cine Man”, and “Chief”. This tribe continued to function beyond
1955, when Canaku Lodge was formed and after the Tahoe Area
Council merged with Golden Empire. In fact, the “Tribe of Pahatsi”
still endures at its original camp.

Kowaunkamish Lodge 395

Kowaunkamish Lodge was in the Buttes Area Council, headquar-
tered in Marysville, California. 1t merged with Mayi Lodge (and
Tehama Lodge) on January 1, 1993. This Lodge was first char-
tered June 1, 1948 with the name, “Tribe of La Porte Lodge”, taken
from the honor campers society which pre-dated the “Order of
the Arrow” in Buttes Area Council. However, that charter was not
renewed on time, and after a brief lapse, the Lodge was char-
tered in May, 1950 as “Kowaunkamish”.

The name “Kowaunkamish”, means “my service to you” in the
language of the Narragansett. A symbolic totem representing
the spirit of camping, hiking, wildlife, Scouting skills, and service
to others was chosen by its first members.

In 1983, Kowaunkamish became the only lodge in Section W3B
which did not use a chapter system. This Lodge served a rela-
tively small, mostly-agricultural area, consisting of Colusa, Sutter,
Yuba, and southern Butte Counties. Membership usually num-
bered around 100 to 150 throughout its history. Its members
learned of most activities by reading the newsletter, Drum Beat.

This Lodge hosted Area 12-C Conferences in 1959, 1964, and 1972
and was service lodge for the 1981 and 1991 Section W3B Con-
claves.
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Tehama Lodge 485

Tehama Lodge, in the Mount Lassen Area Council, merged with
Mayi (and Kowaunkamish Lodges) on January 1, 1993. Tehama
was active from its very beginning. It hosted the 1952 Area 12-C
Conference at Camp Lassen before it was issued a charter from
National on December 30, 1952, The name, “Tehama”, came
from the Copehan (Wintun) tribe and it refers to the extinct vol-
cano that once existed close to where Mount Lassen, a dormant
volcano, now stands. Tehama'’s totem was Mount Lassen.

Since the 1952 conference, Tehama Lodge hosted the 1970 12-C
conference and the 1976 and 1987 Section W3B Conclaves. All of
these events were held at Camp Lassen, formerly named Bristow
Hood Scout Reservation.

The Lodge, covering Butte, Glenn, Shasta, Tehama, and Trinity
Counties, was divided into three Chapters: Wintun, Yana, and
Maidu. These three represented three local Native American

Kowaunkamish Lodge Ceremonial Team, Early 1950’s.

OA Call Out, Glacial Trails, 1959.
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tribes. Although an active and enthusiastic Lodge, membership
numbers were never very large. The total membership of youth
and adults usually ranged between 100 to 200. The Lodge pro-
duced a newsletter called “The Brave Talk”.

Tribe of Sierra

In the late 1920’s to early 1930’s, long before the Order of the
Arrow was the Scout Honor Society for Mount Lassen Council,
there was the “Tribe of Sierra”. This “tribe” honored outstanding
good campers at Camp Na-Wa-Kwa. Scouts chosen to become
members were notified to be at a certain place at a specified
hour where they were taken in tow by members of the “tribe”.
The initiation was conferred in an old trapper or hunter’s cabin
near the camp. The ceremony was conducted in a room with
little light and was very impressive. The first year a boy was ini-
tiated as a “Brave”. In succeeding years, when attending camp,
he could become a “Warrior”, “Medicine Man”, or “Chief".

Kowaunkamish Ordeal Ceremony, Early 1950’s.
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s ,
“Tribe of Sierra” at Na-Wa-Kwa about 1932.

. . .

Na-Wa-Kwa, 1932. UnknoWn, Jack Dyson, Orel Philiips and Jim Moreland.
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